A MAN IN A
BOAT
By ETHI;L _HOLMES ]

Among the reasons for establlshing
the capital of the eastern Roman em-
pire at Constantinople—it was first call
¢d Byzantium-—was that the site was
very beautiful. The Bosporus, on which
it 1s bullt, connecting the Black sea
and the sen of Marmora, 8 one of the
most attractive streams of water in
the world, All manner of craft are
salling and steaming back and forth
nud actoss It, while the shore on el
ther slde, especinlly the European, is
Uned with attrnetive bulldings.

On the European slde of the Bospo-
rus—the shle on which Constaptinople
Is bullt—a portion of the water frout
18 a park or garden free to the public.
One day a Turkish woman, whosae
duughter vems in delleate health and
needed the alr, took the girl to this
place and, weating themselves near the
margin of the water, looked onut on the
maopy boats plying back and forth
aoross it They were the only persous

about, and any one pussing on the walk |

behlnd them could only see thelr backs,
thelr faces belng turned to the water.

“Lift your vell, dear,” sald the moth.
er, “that you may get the benefit of the
breexe, No boats are pasiing near us,
and your face caunot be seen.”

The girl Ufted her vell and, resting
her head agalost ber mother's shoulder,
enjoved the constantly moving pano-
rama and the breeze cooled by the wa-
ter. At times ghe closed her eyea for
a brief nap, snd her mother fell asleep.
The danghter, after one of her cat naps,
on opening hier eyes found herself look-
ing straight Into the face of n young
man sitting in a boat not a dozen yards
from her,
gazing upon her rapturousiy.

Margaritza, the young lady, instantly
dropped her vell, but not soon enough
to shut out the effect of that band-
some, vouthful face, those admiring
eves. The young man, who had ap-
proached without belng seen or heard
and had rested on his oars, gnzing on
the dazzling Leauty, pulled away, but
not so far but that he could keep the
two women ju sight. Margaritza saw
him far out in the stream and konew
that to see her, even at 8 distance, was
n pleasure to him,

In time the glrl awakened her moth-
er. They arose and walked away, for
A tline Keeping on the shore westward,
then, turiilng inland, ascending a rise
in tlie ground to the house In which
they Hved. The man in the boat could
abserve them from the water and saw
them go Into thelr home

It was not long aftér this that a
propogition of marriage was made for
Murguritza's hand. Marrlages iIn Tur-

And the ¥oung man was |

Key are made by the parents of the

voung persons, who are not permitted
to see cach other until after the wed-
ding. Margaritza, from whose mental
vislon the young man who had seen
her from his boat had never been
dimmed, was filled with grief at this
upplleution. The social stauding of
the sultor and his Apanclal condition
were all that conld be desired, and his
gult was met with favor by Margarit-
za's parents, 8o there was nothing for
her to do but yield to ber fate

And yet, though there wis something
dreadful In her marrylug with the
memory of the vislon had seen

shie

constantly before her, why should she |

not do s0? She had ne reason to sup-
pose she would ever again see the man
who through that brief vision had cap-
tured her heart. And even Uf she did
he would not see her, for it is not per-
mitted In Turkey that a man shall look
upon the face of any woman except
his wife or one of his own blood.

While the preparations for the wed-
ding were belng made Margaritza
showed no interest in them, On the
contrary, she grew thin and pale, Her
health, which after her visit to the
bank of the Bosporus seemed to fm-
prove, wns again delicate. Her mother
frequently her to the river, but
without the previons effect. One day
Margaritza while there saw the young
man she had seen before go by In his
hoat, but since all Turklsh women, be-
ing veiled, look &like, he did not recog-
nlze her. How she longed to lift her
vell and eall to him!
mother not heen present and now
awake she would not have done go, for
this for a Moxlgm giri would have been
immodest, .-\n‘
that while she was plunged in grief on
account of him he seemed contented
nod happy.

The dny of the wedding finally came
n nd, The wedding guests were as-
kembled In the groom's house—not at
the bride's house, as in Christian coun-
tries—and were looklug over the wed
ding presents while weiting for the
bride to be bronght. Then It was an:
pounced that she was at the door. The
groom passed out to receive her,
guests lning up within, leaving a pas-
page for the pair to enter,

Murgariiza stood velled waiting for

took

Rut even had her |

what palned her was |

the |

her betrothed who 1in another mo-
ment emerged from his house with a!
look of supreme happiness on bis face.

And behind Margaritza's vell that look
was repenated, though more Intense in
contrast with the dolorous expression
that it replaced, For the groom’s face
nod she recoguized the

ns uncnvered

w
man in the boat.

Having watched to see where she
went er she had left the bank of the
Bosporus, he bad only to '.m]‘;!rn who
ghe was and make a proposition for
her hand. But he dared not reveal him.
gelf as one who had seen the face of
the girl he proposed for, This wonld
in Turkey huave created a sranda) and
wonld likely have resuited in his ap-

g refused.
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